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What is Phonics?

 Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly 

and skilfully. They are taught how to:

 Recognise the sounds that each individual letter 

makes.

 Identify the sounds that different combinations of 

letters make such as; sh or oo and blend these 

sounds together from left to right to make a word. 

 Children can then use this knowledge to decode 

new words that they hear or see.

 This is the first important step in learning to read and 

write.



 The intent behind Red Rose Letters and 
Sounds is to provide a rigorous and 
thorough planning programme in order to 
strengthen the teaching and learning of 
phonics, and ensure children become 
enthusiastic and successful readers and 
writers. 



Why Phonics?

 Research shows that when phonics is taught in a 
structured way – starting with the easiest sounds and 
progressing through to the most complex – it is the 
most effective way of teaching young children to 
read. It is particularly helpful for children aged 5 to 7. 

 Almost all children who receive good teaching of 
phonics will learn the skills they need to tackle new 
words. They can then go on to read any kind of text 
fluently and confidently, and to read for enjoyment. 

 Children who have been taught phonics also tend to 
read more accurately than those taught using other 
methods, such as ‘look and say’. This includes children 
who find learning to read difficult, for example those 
who have dyslexia. 

 Phonics can be less successful for some pupil but we 
use our professionalism, expertise and supporting 
interventions in this scenario. 



Useful terms – see handout

pics below 

 Phoneme: the smallest unit of sound in a word. Example: the word       c   a   t  has three phonemes but so does  sh  i  p   
even though there are 4 letters because when ‘sh’ are together, it makes one sound. 

 Grapheme: how a letter or group of letters is written. We teach children what sound (phoneme) a letter or group of 
letters makes, then we teach them what is looks like and how it is written

 Blend (for reading): the ability to draw on the individual sounds together to pronounce a word. For example,  s  n  a  p  
when blended together, reads snap. 

 Segment (for spelling): we teach the children this method of ‘chopping-up’ using robot arms or phoneme fingers to split 
up a word into its individual phonemes in order to spell it. Di-graph: two letters that when appear together make one 
sound. For example, ‘sh’ as in ship  ‘ch’ as in rich  ‘th’ as in this  ‘ng’ as in ring

 Vowel di-graph: comprise two vowels which together make one sound. For example, in the word ‘train’ that the 
children blended just before, ‘ai’ is one sound. Other examples, ‘oo’ as in boot   ‘oa’ as in coat. 

 Tri-graph: three letters that make one sound. For example, ‘igh’ as in night  ‘air’ as in chair

 CVC, CCVC – abbreviations for Vowel-Consonant, Consonant-Vowel-Consonant and Consonant-Consonant-Vowel-
Consonant  which are used to describe the order of letters in words. Examples:       ham (CVC)    spam  (CCVC) 



What a phonics 

lesson looks like…

Revisit & review

 Teach & model

Practise (always in 

the form of a game)

Apply 



Phase 1 – usually completed in 

nursery provision 

 Aspect 1 - General sound discrimination - 
environmental

 Aspect 2 - General sound discrimination - 

instrumental sounds

 Aspect 3 - General sound discrimination - body 

percussion

 Aspect 4 - Rhythm and rhyme

 Aspect 5 - Alliteration

 Aspect 6 - Voice sounds

 Aspect 7 - Oral blending and segmenting



Phase 2



Phase 3



Phase 4



Phase 5



Phase 5 continued



Phase 5 continued



Phase 6 Year 2 Spelling scheme



Phase 6 Year 2 Spelling scheme



Phonics screening check

 Children in Year 1 throughout the country all take part in a phonics 

screening check during the same week in June. Children in Year 2 

will also take the check if they did not achieve the required result 

when in Year 1 or they have not taken the test before. 

 The phonics screening check is designed to confirm whether 

individual children have learnt phonic decoding and blending skills 

to an appropriate standard.

 The test contains 40 words. The test will take approximately 10 - 15 

minutes per child, although all children are different and will 

complete the check at their own pace. The list of words the 

children read is a combination of 20 real words and 20 pseudo 

words (nonsense/alien words). 

 Results will be sent home to parents at the end of the summer 

term. These will tell you the result and confirm if the child has met 

the standard threshold. Children who do not achieve the 

expected level will retake the test when they are in Year 2.



Real words and Pseudo words 

(alien words) 

Children will be taught to read real 

words and pseudo (alien) words 

during each phase. These will link 

to the sounds they have been 

learning. When reading pseudo 

words they have to use their 

decoding skills. It is a fair way to 

assess their ability to decode and 

they will have to do this in the 

Phonics Screening Test which is 

undertaken at the end of Year 1. 



Reading example



Reading example



How you can help at home…

 Try to make time to read with your child every day. 
Grandparents and older brothers or sisters can help too.

 Encourage your child to blend the sounds all the way 
through a word – smooth reading.

 Re-read a book more than once – this will help with 
fluency and tricky word recognition.

 Word games like ‘I-spy’ can also be an enjoyable way 
of teaching children about sounds and letters. You can 
also encourage your child to read words from your 
shopping list or road signs to practise phonics. 



How you can help at home…

 Phonics works best when children are given plenty 
of encouragement and learn to enjoy reading and 
books. Parents play a very important part in helping 
with this. 

 Talk to us at school if there is any issues with reading, 
writing, spelling, etc. 

 Practice spellings each week (and previous weeks).

 Access the sound mats on our website, or via 
google, for phase 2-5. 



Learning time



Questions

THANK YOU FOR LISTENING


	Slide 1: Phonic Parent Workshop
	Slide 2: What is Phonics?
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Why Phonics?
	Slide 5: Useful terms – see handout pics below 
	Slide 6: What a phonics  lesson looks like…
	Slide 7: Phase 1 – usually completed in nursery provision 
	Slide 8: Phase 2
	Slide 9: Phase 3
	Slide 10: Phase 4
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Phonics screening check
	Slide 17: Real words and Pseudo words (alien words) 
	Slide 18: Reading example
	Slide 19: Reading example
	Slide 20: How you can help at home…
	Slide 21: How you can help at home…
	Slide 22: Learning time
	Slide 23: Questions

